


House Bill No. 1384 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015, 2:30 p.m. 
Page 2 
 
 
 In Hawaii, there are a number of wind turbines that are currently installed that 
vary in height and that are located in a variety of locations.  Examples of wind turbines 
that are significantly shorter than the 440 foot wind turbines include the following:  
a small turbine on residential property on Kauai used by a homeowner who is able to 
fold down the turbine in high wind conditions; two distributed generation turbines located 
at Pier 41 in Honolulu; an approximately 100 foot turbine in Waikoloa, Hawaii Island, 
owned by Waikoloa Water Co.; and 220 foot wind turbines used by the Hawi wind farm 
on Hawaii Island. 
 
 Moreover, there are new wind turbine technologies that are being developed that 
include vertical axis turbines with eggbeater-like blades that are significantly lower in 
height and with much smaller footprints.  This bill may affect the deployment of new 
wind technologies in Hawaii that may be less intrusive aesthetically and environmentally 
than the current wind turbine technology.   
 
 Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO HB 1384 
 
Aloha Chair McKelvey, Vice-Chair Woodson, and members of the Committee: 
 

The Blue Planet Foundation opposes HB 1384, because it provides an overly broad ban on 

clean energy generated from the wind.  The bill would impose a blanket barrier on all Òwind 

turbinesÓ within one quarter mile of a business or residential Òproperty line.Ó  For the reasons 

described below, this ban is far too broad. 

 

We do not believe that Òwind turbineÓ is defined in statute.  Thus, the bill would bar the use of all 

wind turbines, even micro-turbines a few feet in diameter, for all businesses and residences.  It 

would bar the development of any type of wind turbine integrated into the design of a building, 

even for large industrial or commercial buildings.  It would prohibit communities across the state, 

if they so desired, from becoming clean energy generators with either distributed or centralized 

wind energy.  The bill is similarly problematic in its broad use of the Òproperty lineÓ concept.  In 

some contexts, it is possible for a residential or commercial building to be constructed quite 

some distance from the property line.    

 

The ban in HB 1384 would take clean energy options off the table.  It would also unfairly target 

clean energy.  Businesses are allowed, in accordance with applicable codes, to install diesel 

generators or Òcombined heat and powerÓ fossil fuel generators on their property.  Under HB 

1384, the same businesses would be prohibited from generating clean energy from the wind. 

 

Clean energy options should not be prematurely taken off the table.  At a minimum, regulations 

governing wind turbines should take into account variations in equipment and communities, 

rather than imposing a blanket ban.  A quarter mile setback may be entirely appropriate for 

some turbines or communities, too close for some turbines or communities, or too far for other 

turbines or communities.  Such regulations should be based on sound principles of community 

planning, science, and the public interest in clean energy.  Other places around the globe have 

addressed these questions by considering tangible metrics such as the design, size, and 

number of turbines, the geographical terrain, the nature of surrounding communities (e.g. 

residential or commercial), and other factors.  

 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=CPC&year=2015










1

woodson2-Rachel

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 2:30 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: rkayelny@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1384 on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM

HB1384
Submitted on: 2/9/2015
Testimony for CPC on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Robin Kaye Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Only 1/4 mile buffer? Way not enough. Should be at least a mile.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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woodson2-Rachel

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2015 5:44 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: jonikamiya@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1384 on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM

HB1384
Submitted on: 2/10/2015
Testimony for CPC on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Joni Kamiya Individual Oppose No

Comments: We may be tying our hands in the future if we enact laws that could potentially become
obsolete as new technology arises. All potential consequences of these decisions must be analyzed
for the unintended consequences. That is the responsible thing lawmakers need to consider.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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woodson2-Rachel

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2015 9:22 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: amc79@byuh.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1384 on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM

HB1384
Submitted on: 2/10/2015
Testimony for CPC on Feb 11, 2015 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Aaron Curtis Individual Support No

Comments: I am a resident of Laie. I have friends and colleagues who live in Kahuku. I have children
who are students at Kahuku HIS. I support the concerns and desires of my friends in Kahuku and
believe it would be in their best interest and in the best interest of our children at the school that a
buffer zone of 3/4 of a mile be established that restricts the development of wind turbines to a more
appropriate distance from the homes of my friends and the school where my children attend.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To: ! Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair

! Representative Justin Woodson, Vice Chair

! And members of the Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee

From: Dreana Aiu

Date: February 10, 2015

HEARING DATE: Wednesday, February 11, 2015

I am writing you IN SUPPORT OF HB1384, Wind Turbines Buffer Zone.

I am a resident of Kahuku and would like to express my concerns regarding the proposed wind 
farm in Kahuku. As you might know, the state Public Utility Commission recently approved a 
power purchase agreement between Hawaiian Electric Company and Na Pua Makani Power 
Partners. This decision enabled the construction of up to ten more turbines near Kahuku town. 
Na Pua Makani plans to have their wind farm complete by the end of 2016.

HB1384 would establish a three-quarters of a mile buffer zone between wind turbines and any 
residential, school, hospital, or business property line.

Currently, there are no state laws establishing buffer zones or setback requirements for wind 
turbines. The wind turbines of the proposed Na Pua Makani wind farm are set to be 450 feet tall. 
Therefore, the minimum setback requirement, according to a county ordinance, will be 450 feet 
(less than 1/10 of a mile). Although Na Pua Makani has moved back some of their windmills in 
response to community concern, two of their proposed turbines are set to be placed within the 
billÕs suggested buffer zone of three-quarters of a mile.

This bill will allow our community to voice our concerns regarding the construction of another 
wind farm in Kahuku. I am not against clean energy, and I am not against windmills. However, I 
am against having windmills so close to peopleÕs homes, schools, and businesses.  LetÕs explore 
other options of clean energy.

We urge the committee to pass H.B. 1384. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

! Dreana Aiu
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